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youth programs, scholarship assist-
ance, and grassroots efforts. The Amer-
ican Legion’s membership is robust and
active, and they have been well-served
by Matthew.

Matthew has been a tireless legisla-
tive advocate for American Legion
members and the veteran community
as a whole. In his role overseeing the
American Legion’s legislative efforts,
Matthew has been instrumental in im-
proving VA healthcare and benefits for
our more than 22 million veterans, in-
cluding 2 million Legionnaires around
the world.

Matthew served in the U.S. Army
from 2008 to 2012. He served as a mili-
tary police officer and concluded his
military career as a member of the Ari-
zona Army National Guard Honor
Guard, memorializing our fallen sol-
diers by providing military funeral
honors.

Following his military service, Mat-
thew attended Grand Canyon Univer-
sity and participated in the Reserve Of-
ficer Training Corps, ROTC, at Arizona
State University. He graduated from
Marymount University in Arlington,
VA, with a B.S. in criminal justice. He
established his passion for public serv-
ice by working for two different Mem-
bers of Congress, as well as working on
the 2012 election cycle.

Matthew’s career with the American
Legion began in 2015, when he started
as an assistant legislative director fo-
cused on veterans’ employment and
education in their Washington, DC,
headquarters. In January 2017, Mat-
thew began his tenure as the director
of the American Legion’s national leg-
islative division. In that role, Matthew
has been the American Legion’s chief
advocate before Congress, the White
House, and the Department of Vet-
erans’ Affairs. Matthew has helped lead
an organization that has always been
at the forefront of advocating for vet-
erans and securing the resources,
healthcare, and benefits veterans have
earned.

As ranking member of the Senate
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, it has
been a joy to work with Matthew and
the American Legion on important leg-
islation like the Veterans Appeals Im-
provement and Modernization Act, the
VA Accountability and Whistleblower
Protection Act, the Harry W. Colmery
Veterans Educational Assistance Act—
also known as the Forever G.I. Bill—
several reforms and subsequent over-
haul of the VA’s healthcare system,
and the current implementation of the
VA MISSION Act. All the while, I have
been impressed with Matthew’s cha-
risma, kindness, and humor.

These bipartisan bills, all of which
were signed into law, serve as a testa-
ment to Matthew’s dedication and
leadership on behalf of veterans. Fu-
ture generations of veterans will be
able to look at these bipartisan re-
forms as examples of Matthew’s advo-
cacy on behalf of all veterans.

It is my honor to recognize Mat-
thew’s outstanding military service
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and continued service to our
servicemembers, veterans, and their
families. As Matthew begins a new

chapter, I have no doubt that he will
continue to be a voice for those in
need.

To Matthew, on behalf of myself and
a grateful nation, I extend my greatest
appreciation to you for your enduring

bravery, service, sacrifice, and advo-
cacy.e
————
REMEMBERING JACK COGHILL
e Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,

today I speak in memory of an Alaska
pioneer, a pillar of the community of
Nenana, signer of the Alaska Constitu-
tion, legendary Alaska legislator and
our 6th Lieutenant Governor, Jack
Coghill, who died in February at the
age of 93.

Long before statehood, the name
Coghill was synonymous with the town
of Nenana. Jack’s father, William A.
Coghill, Sr., emigrated from Scotland
to Canada and then to Alaska in March
1907. He landed in Valdez, hiked to the
interior over the course of 10 days, and
went to work delivering the Fairbanks
Daily News-Miner.

In 1916, Bill relocated about 60 miles
down the road to Nenana, which was at
the time a boom town. It was home to
the Alaska Engineering Commission,
which was building the railroad, a
bridge, and a large dock. Along with a
partner, Bill converted an existing
business into Coghill’s Store, which
continues to exist today.

In the 1930s, Jack and his brothers,
Bill, Jr., and Bob, began learning the
business from the ground up. They
were hauling freight, stocking shelves,
assisting customers, and delivering the
groceries. Jack served in the Army in
World War II. He was a staff sergeant
in the U.S. Army Alaska Command,
fighting in the Aleutians. Following
the war, Jack moved home to Nenana.
When Bill, Sr., died in 1947, Jack and
his brother Bob, along with their moth-
er, took over the store. Later the busi-
ness included a movie theatre, fuel dis-
tribution, and a roadhouse.

Public service was an important part
of Jack Coghill’s life since the late
1940s. He served on the Nenana School
Board, and he was mayor of Nenana for
23 years. He was elected to the Alaska
Territorial Legislature in 1952 and re-
elected in 1956. At age 30, he was se-
lected as one of b5 delegates to the
Alaska  Constitutional Convention.
Jack participated in the drafting of the
Alaska Constitution in 1956 and was
the third individual to sign it. Post-
statehood, he served in the Alaska
House of Representatives and the Alas-
ka Senate. In 1990, he was elected Lieu-
tenant Governor on a ticket with
Wally Hickel. Unable to stay away
from service, Jack returned to the
Nenana City Council when his term as
Lieutenant Governor concluded. Until
his death, Alaskans of all generations
looked to Jack for advice.

Jack and his wife Frances were par-
ents to six children. Next to family,
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Jack characterized his service on the
Alaska Constitutional Convention as
his greatest achievement. Of course,
that was far from Jack’s only recogni-
tion. He held an honorary doctorate
from the University of Alaska and was
elected to Junior Achievement’s Small
Business Hall of Fame.

One of Jack’s six children is John
Coghill, a friend whom I served with in
the Alaska Legislature and who serves
as a member of the Alaska State Sen-
ate today. John remembers his father
as ‘“‘a firm believer in utilizing Alaska’s
natural resources to build a strong
economy and provide good paying jobs
for Alaska ... He had the same pas-
sion for Alaska, even at 93.”

With the passing of Jack Coghill,
only one of the signers of the Alaska
Constitution, Victor Fischer, remains
alive today. While it is sad to part with
a pillar of Alaska’s history, an indi-
vidual who was instrumental in Alas-
ka’s growth from its frontier, terri-
torial days to today’s modern State, we
were blessed to have his leadership for
SO many years.

It is an honor to share just a brief
glimpse of the story of Jack Coghill
with my colleagues here in the U.S.
Senate.®

————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

H.R. 1271. An act to establish in the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs a pilot program
instituting a clinical observation program
for pre-med students preparing to attend
medical school.

H.R. 1381. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to take actions necessary to
ensure that certain individuals may update
the burn pit registry with a registered indi-
vidual’s cause of death, and for other pur-
poses.

——————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 729. A bill to prohibit the use of funds to
Federal agencies to establish a panel, task
force, advisory committee, or other effort to
challenge the scientific consensus on climate
change, and for other purposes.

——————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communication was
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and was referred as indicated:

EC-529. A communication from the Acting
Director, Office of Management and Budget,
Executive Office of the President, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled
“OMB Final Sequestration Report to the
President and Congress for Fiscal Year 2019”’;
to the Special Committee on Aging; Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry; Appropria-
tions; Armed Services; Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs; the Budget; Commerce,
Science, and Transportation; Energy and
Natural Resources; Environment and Public
Works; Select Committee on Ethics; Fi-
nance; Foreign Relations; Health, Education,
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